Draft letter - please adapt and send to your MP!
Dear ……MP,

Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme

We wish to raise with you our concern at the threatened demise of the Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme (LPWGS), which would dramatically increase the costs for repairing Listed Places of Worship.

The LPWGS currently enables listed places of worship to claim back VAT incurred on repairs and maintenance to the building, professional fees and repair works to fixtures such as bells and organs. This has provided great relief to places of worship faced with raising enormous sums for maintenance and repair, and has enabled those (mainly volunteers) who look after these valuable heritage and community buildings to maintain them for future generations.

This grant scheme was introduced in April 2001 as an interim measure while the European Union was holding a review of the Directive covering VAT rates. However, a reduced VAT rate has still not been agreed with Europe, and as things stand this scheme is set to expire at the end of March 2011 unless the Government takes action to extend this. If not renewed, this will have a huge impact on local congregations (such as ours), as we will be confronted by a crippling 20% increase in the cost of repair work.

It is worth pointing out that church maintenance work involves use of local craft skills, also local volunteers such as Church Wardens and other church members. LPWGS therefore helps to encourage ‘big society’ volunteer activity as well as supporting private sector jobs. If not renewed, there would be a negative impact in both these areas. 

We understand that there is a suggestion that the Government’s intention to increase the Heritage Lottery Fund’s share of Lottery funding might offset the demise of the LPWGS. Whilst very welcome, this does not necessarily mean that funds will flow smoothly through to churches with urgent repair needs, since HLF grants are awarded on a competitive basis whereas the repayment of VAT under the LPWGS is automatic. HLF should not, in our view, be viewed as an acceptable substitute for the LPWGS.  
(Here you can describe your own situation eg:

My own church recently carried out repairs costing £xxx. We were able to claim back £xxx from the Listed Places of Worship Grants Scheme which made a huge difference to our ability to undertake these works. The Scheme was very easy to apply to and the service we received was extremely efficient. 
This means that our building is now watertight and in good repair/ and we can continue to use the building for numerous community activities/the venue for an outreach post office/support group for the homeless /we are also now intending to use the building for an education centre for the local school/a farmers' market/a café/ etc..)
